


Aref's workshop is a unique place where the building and rehabilitation of musical instruments take
place. A variety of string instruments, bowed string instruments, and plucked instruments are built with
a special Palestinian trademark and touch that Aref's distinguished and extraordinary work shows.
Aref's workshop represents the dreams and aspirations of that remarkable Palestinian Luthier (Aref
Al-Sayed) to form and help establish a Palestinian academy geared to the education of musical and
rehabilitation of musical instruments as well as to develop an archive method for these instruments in
order to help distinguish and preserve them throughout Palestine.
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Aside from Aref's main work in building instruments from scratch, his workshop is also specialized in
preserving and rehabilitating old instruments using the ancient handmade technology such as the
Andalusian and the Syrian method, in addition to adding a new touch of modernism to some of these
instruments.

Moreover, the need for the continuous development to the musical instruments and maintaining its
value materialistic and historical value has to be studied carefully prior to the initiation of its mainte-
nance. Therefore, Aref aims to activate this artistic stream through conducting exhibits and various
competitions in order to encourage the local community to learn about the art of musical instruments’
building and the old school methods of treatment as well as the process of maintaining and preserving
such instruments due to its historical and educational values that form an important part of the
Palestinian heritage and helps to promote it locally and internationally.
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The workshop will provide the following programs:

Building string musical instruments (Oud, Violin, Vioula, Cello Bozuque and Citar) through following
scientific methods that contains the measurements and materials as well as the special technology
needed for each of these instruments.

Maintenance and rehabilitation of the musical instruments for the artists and music students through-
out Palestine.

The music builder’'s forum: a dialogue program between the builders of musical instruments which will
help developing this important traditional industry and overcome obstacles that may arise among
builders.

Exhibits and special competitions about the art of string musical instruments.
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This workshop aspires within its strategic vision and its programs and activities to become an educational
bank reserve for the Arabic musical, cultural and educational history and practicum. This bank will perform
as an incubator for all technical and historical information that deals with building and maintaining string
instruments.

The workshop will provide the following programs:

Building string musical instruments (Oud, Violin, Vioula, Cello Bozuque and Citar) through following scientif-
ic methods that contains the measurements and materials as well as the special technology needed for
each of these instruments.

Maintenance and rehabilitation of the musical instruments for the artists and music students throughout
Palestine.

The music builder’s forum: a dialogue program between the builders of musical instruments which will help
developing this important traditional industry and overcome obstacles that may arise among builders.
Exhibits and special competitions about the art of string musical instruments.
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Biography

Aref is a Jerusalemite who was born in 1982 in among a family that adores music, playing and singing,
whereas his love to Middle Eastern music led him to learn playing both Oud and Violin at an early age.
While in high school, Aref was inspired to learn about the art of wood craft.

Aref's interest in maintenance of musical instruments came through some difficulties that he faced on
the instruments he used for learning, where his curiosity led him to experiment for the first time to fix
and provide maintenance to these instruments.

In 2005 and through the help of some friends, Aref attended a special institute (Antonio Stirady Vary ) in
Italy and obtained a Diploma in violin building.

In 2008 at the German university of Tzifaco, Aref obtained his BA degree in musical instrument’s
building (string instruments including the Arabic oud.)

Aref was mentored by the famous Prof. Butrus Bishara who helped him and led him into building all
string instruments such as the buzuqui and the oud and the citar.

Aref moved on to Istanbul to finish his practical training course and meet some of the most famous
Turkish builders of instruments.

In 2013 Aref returned to his homeland, Palestine, and established the first workshop for building and
maintaining musical instruments along with the help of Iduard Saed’s national musical institute in Biet
Sahour. In a very short time he was able to build his own name and a repetition well known among the
local and international musicians.

In 2015 Aref established the new A.S workshop for building and maintaining musical instruments,
hoping that this step maybe a first step to establishing a local academy for building and maintaining
musical instruments nationwide.
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Aref Sayed

Music instruments maker
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A.S building and rehabilitation of musical instruments

T Phone : 022773492

D Mobile : 0525154562 / 0568154562
9 Address : Beit Sahour - Al-Ras St. 59
DA e-mail : Sayedaref82@gmail.com

€3 Music Instrument maker



